Clinical study on localization-related epilepsy in infancy without underlying disorders.
A clinical study of 15 patients without underlying disorders whose first seizures occurred before 1 year of age was performed to determine the characteristics of localization-related epilepsies in infancy. The patients were retrospectively divided into two groups: the seizure-controlled group (10 patients) and the refractory group (five patients). The seizure-controlled group included patients whose seizures were controlled completely within 1 year after onset; the refractory group included all other patients. The characteristics of the refractory group were as follows: (1) interictal electroencephalography showed focal abnormalities, particularly on the left side, and (2) all of the patients exhibited developmental retardation. Even in the seizure-controlled group, 40% of the patients exhibited developmental retardation, and all of them were indistinguishable from patients with benign complex partial epilepsies in infancy at the onset of the seizures. Aggressive treatment should be re-evaluated for early-onset localization-related epilepsies.